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Bill Ryczek S O
1J.S. EPA
17 W. Jackson St.
(Chicago, IL 60604
$SE-5]

RE: Property at 97th and Cottage Grove
Dear Mr. Ryczek:

Enclosed please find copies of IEPA inspection reports at the facility and a copy of our
(Complaint pending in Circuit Court. Please let me know what action the U.S. EPA is taking and
what the situation is regarding the property,. IfI can be of any further assistance, please feel free
to contact me.

Very truly yours,
zg/ 7,0
. . /’ . . : / /
: g v . 4\/ el /} ( Cj&, [S9%

Ellen O'Laughlin

Assistant Attorney General
Environmental Bureau

100 West Randolph Street, 11th Floor
Chicago, Illinois 60601

(312) 814-3532
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United Air Cleaner (UAC-TDC)
0316505004 - Cook County
ZLD096798210

March 25, 1997

NARRATIVE
Prepared by Richard Reich

Cn Marcna 25, 1997, Richard Reich of the IZlinois zZPA conducted a
follow-up inspection at United Air Cleaner at ths request of DLC.
Apparently, United Air Cleaner went into zankrupzzy and the
assets of the company were bought out by TDC Fil:=sr
Manufacturing. The new combined company Is ncw zalled TDC-UAC,
Inc. TDC-UAC bought the former United Air Cleansr in December
1995, and they have been operating the facility =ver since.
Approximately 200 drums of hazardous wasts remain on-site from
the former United Air Cleaner owners.

According to TDC-UAC, the waste does not czelong > them because
they bought only the assets of the former United Air Cleaner.
However, they did move the waste into the buildinz from outside
where it had been left by the former owners. Sirce moving the
waste inside, TDC-UAC has left the waste alone. At the time of
the purchase of United Air Cleaner, there were scme negotiations
with the AG (Ellen O’ Laughlin - Civil) fcr TDC-TAC to remove the
waste from the site. According to TDC-UAC represantatives, Jack
Bailey of the AG’s criminal investigation told tksm to leave the
waste on-site following a June 1996 sampling everz. This
situation was not confirmed with Mr. Bailey. TDC-UAC plans on
mcving these operations to combine them with their plant in
Cicero and leaving this location within two months time.

Meanwhile, one of the former owners of United Air Cleaner Co.,
Yasar Samarah, who remains responsible for past violations and
was the owner of the company when most of the stcred waste was
generated is now the owner of the New Demert & Dougherty, and is
working at the below location:

Yasar Samarah
DeMert & Dougherty, Inc.
1300 North Street
Coal City, IL 60416-1299
(815)634-2303

Apparent Violations

The following apparent violations are cited against TDC-UAC for
being the operator of a hazardous waste storage facility, and the
owners of the former United Air Cleaner Co. (Yasar Samara) as the
previous owners of the facility for which violations remain
out:standing:



United Air Cleaner (UAC-TDC)
0316505004 - Cook County

ILD096798210

March 25,

703.121(a)

722.134(d)

722.134(4d) (5)

725.112 (b)

725.113(a)
725.113 (b)
725.114 (c)

725.115(a)
725.115(b)
725.116 (a)
725.116{4)

725.131

725.135
725.137( )

725.151(a)

The facility is conducting a hazardous waste
storage operation without =z permi:.

The quantity of waste on-sZze has =2xceeded 6000
kilograms.

The facility has not desigmated az emergency
coordinator, posted the recuired :aformation, or
trained employees in hazarZous was:te handling and
emergency procedures.

The owner/operator did not provide required
notices to the Agency prior to trazasferring
ownership/operational control of the facility.
The facility has not analyzed eac: waste.

The facility has no written waste znalysis plan.

The required "Danger" sign has not been posted.

The facility is not being inspected for problems
which may lead to a release of hazardous waste.

No written inspection schedule has been developed
for the facility.

The facility does not have a hazardous waste
training program.

Written job titles and desciiptions are not being
maintained at the facility.

The facility is not being operated or maintained
to minimize the possibility of a release of
hazardous waste which could threaten human health
or the environment.

The facility is not maintaining adequate aisle
space.

The facility does not have proof of arrangements
with local authorities.

There was no contingency plan available at the
time of the inspection.



Unized Air Cleaner (UAC-TDC)
0315505004 - Cook County
I11.D0%67¢8210Q

March 285, 1997

725.155 There is not an emergency coordina:zor on-site or
on call at all times, and tze emercancy '
coordinator is not familiar with a.l of the
required information.

725.173(4a) The facility is not maintai=zing a written
operating record. '

725.175 No annual report has been submitteZ for the
facility.

725.212 (a) The facility has no closure plan.

725.242(a) The facility has not prepar=sd a wr_:ten estimate
of closure costs.

725.244 (a) The facility has not prepar=sd a written estimate
of post-closure costs.

725.271 The facility has not transferred waste from
containers in poor condition to new containers.

725.273 (a) Containers of waste are not always kept closed.

725.273 (b) Some containers are not being stored in a way

which will prevent leaking.

725.274 Containers are not being checked on a weekly basis
for leaks or deterioration.

728.150 (c) The facility has stcred waste on-sits for greater
than one year.



STATE OF ILLINOIS
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

SITE SKETCH
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lllinols Environmental Protection Agency
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Unired Air Cleaner
0316505004 - Cook
ILLDQ96798210
June 9, 1995

NARRATIVE

On June 9, 1995, Richard Reich of the Illinois EPA performed a
RCRA Follow-up inspection at United Air Cleaner (UAC) Company at
9705 S. Cottage Grove in Chicago. The purpose of the inspection
was to assess the status of the outstanding violation
(728.150(c)) which the facility agreed to correct by May 13, 1995
at. their Pre-Enforcement Conference dated January 11, 1995, in a
signed statement dated January 18, 1995, and which was verified
by Yasar Samarah, President of UAC during the previous inspection
on April 18, 1985.

The facility has changed ownership since the last inspection.

The new owner as of May 6, 1995, William Janney told the
inspector in a previous phone conversation that he was not N
informed of the severity of the environmental violations at the
facility during the facility purchase. According to Mr. Janney,
the property is 'still owned by American Filtrona Corp. of
Richmond, Virginia, a former facility owner. The forwarding
acddress for the former owner, Yasar Samarah was unavailable.

During the inspection, Mr. Reich met with the Plant Manager, John
La Magdeleine. Once again, the facility has failed to meet the
agreed deadline for resolving violations. None of the hazardous
waste which has now been in storage on-site for well over a year
since Mr. Reich’s first inspection had been shipped off-site for
treatment or disposal. The inspector observed that the facility
has still not complied with even the simplest requirements such
as keeping containers of hazardous waste closed, and labelling
requirements. Mr. La Magdeleine agreed to begin to address the
violations. In return, Mr. Reich agreed to provide informational
agsistance to the company in resolving the violations. A meeting
had been set up between the IEPA and the new owners on May 31 to
discuss compliance issues; however, this was postponed by the
facility. A new date has not been set for the meeting.

Apparent Violations Outstanding

703.121(a) The facility is conducting a hazardous waste
storage operation without a permit.

722.111 The facility has not performed a hazardous waste
determination on all of its wastes.

722.134(a) The facility has not complied with Part 725
Subparts C, D and I, or Section 725.116.



United Air Cleaner
0316505004 - Cook
ILD096798210

June 9, 1995

725.115 (a) The facility is not inspected for problems which

may lead to a release of hazardous waste.

725.115 (b) No written inspection schedule has been developed
for the facility. _

725.173 The fac111ty is not malntalnlng a written
operating record.

725.212 (a) The facility has no closure plan.

725.242(a) The facility has not prepared a written estimate

of closure costs.

728.107 (a) The facility has not determined whether its waste
is restricted from land disposal.

728.150(c) The facility has stored waste on-site for greater
than one year.



FOLLOW-UP INSPECTION
DATE: C/a/95
10: Daanne \/lrqin HWRC, TECHNICAL COMPLIANCE UNIT

FROM: R:(.\-\cu-cg R‘L'\ U, SS )géu,zg_‘n& Region

suegeer: Untted A (eaner Cook

(Faciiity Name) (County)
LLdog6 798210 _03 §50 5004 _
(USEPA ID Number) (State ID Number)

2./ 16/ 99 (pate of Initial Inspection)

On Y/ I / 9213 follow-up Inspection was completed, resolving the following
vioTations:

SECTION SECTION SECTION

Check Box If Applicable:

I X/ OQutstanding violations remaining; see summary of apparent
violations/narrative.

/! Send PECL for outstanding violations.
/! New violations cited.

Comments: No |/.
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